
Bousfield Primary School  
Long Term Curriculum Map 
Music 

Nursery 

Autumn Spring Summer 

 Sing a song with others and try to move in time with the 
music? 

 Sing the shape of the tune (e.g. by moving their voice up 
and down, down and up with the song)? 

 Physically imitate the actions of musicians (e.g. pretend to 
play the clarinet, guitar)?  

 Identify an instruments sound and/or describe the sound 
of instruments (e.g. scratchy/ soft sound etc.)?  

 Experiment with ways of playing instruments (e.g., 
volume (dynamics))? 

 Pass their instrument quietly in time to the pulse of the 
music? 

 Experiment with ways of playing instruments (e.g., 
volume (dynamics)? 

 Clap the rhythm of the words they are speaking? 

 Listen, respond, and vocalise chants with others? 

 Perform in two groups, each with a different musical task? 

 Explain what music makes them think of, sound like, or 
feel like using words, movement, drawing, etc.? 

 Create music based on a theme? 

 Sing the shape of the tune e.g. by moving their voice up 
and down, down and up, with the song?  

 Pitch their responses confidently? 

 Invent ideas for actions or movements to accompany the 
lyrics? 

 Play their instrument in time to the pulse of the music? 

 Build their confidence to speak a chant on their own? 

 Wait for musical cues and respond with movement and 
actions?  

 Create vocal sound effects and share their ideas with the 
group? 

 Respond to a song with a steady beat? 

 Create a rhythmic pattern with sounds? 

 Create rhythms with words, using the syllables to make a 
rhythmic pattern? 

 Translate words and sounds into rhythms using 
instruments?  

  

 Create music based on a theme, using their bodies as 
instruments? 

 Lead, or be led by other children, in their music making 
(i.e. being a conductor)? 

 Experiment with different ways of playing instruments e.g. 
exploring volume (dynamics) and speed (tempo)?  

 Sing the shape of the tune e.g. by moving their voice up 
and down, down and up, with the song?  

 Accompany the lyrics of the chorus with Makaton signs? 

 Think abstractly about music and express this physically or 
verbally e.g. saying ‘This music sounds like…’ or ‘This 
music makes me think of...’? 

 Distinguish and describe changes in music, comparing and 
contrasting different sections of a piece? 

 Create rhythms using instruments and body percussion?  

 Match the pitch of the leader in the call and response? 

 Combine moving, singing, and playing instruments e.g. 
singing the chorus, whilst playing  

 Anticipate the sections of the music where they need to 
‘stop’?  

 Play their instruments as an ensemble, listening to each 
other and communicating musically? 

 distinguish between different types of quite similar 
sounds? 

  



Reception 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Improvise & compose 
 Make up new words and actions about different 

emotions and feelings. 
 Explore making sound with voices and percussion 

instruments to create  
 different feelings and moods. 
 Explore storytelling elements in the music  
 and create a class story inspired by the piece. 
 Make up a simple accompaniment using percussion 

instruments. 
 Make up new lyrics and vocal sounds for different 

kinds of transport. 
Sing & Play 
 Sing with a sense of pitch, following the shape of 

the melody with their voices. 
 Mark the beat of the song with actions. 
 Use the voice to adopt different roles and 

characters. 
 Match the pitch of a 4-note  

 (la-so-mi-do) call-andresponse song. 
 Sing a tune with ‘stepping’ and ‘leaping’ notes. 
 Play a steady beat on percussion instruments. 
Listen & Appraise 
 Identify and describe  
 contrasts in tempo and dynamics.   
 Begin to use musical terms (louder/ quieter, 

faster/slower, higher/lower). 
 Respond to music in a range of ways (e.g.  
 movement, talking, writing). 

Improvise & compose 
 Explore the range and capabilities of voices through 

vocal play. 
 Create a sound story using instruments to represent  
 different animal sounds/ movements. 
 Make up new lyrics and accompanying actions. 
 Improvise a vocal/physical soundscape about 

minibeasts. 
Sing & Play 

Develop a sense of beat by performing actions to music. 
 Sing an action song with changes in speed. 
 Play along with percussion instruments. 
 Perform the story as a class. 
 Sing and play a rising and falling melody, following  
 the shape with voices and on tuned percussion.  
 Sing in call-and-response and change voices to 

make a buzzing sound. 
 Play an accompaniment using tuned and untuned  
 percussion, and recognise a change in tempo. 

Listen & Appraise 
 Develop ‘active’ listening skills by recognising the  
 ‘cuckoo call’ in a piece of music (so-mi). 
 Enjoy moving freely and expressively to music. 
 Listen to music and show the beat with actions. 
 Use appropriate hand actions to mark a changing 

pitch.  
 Listen to a piece of classical music and respond 

through dance. 

Improvise & compose 
 Develop a song by composing new words and 

adding movements and props. 
 Improvise music with different instruments, 

following a conductor. 
 Compose music based on characters and stories 

developed through  
 listening to Beethoven’s 5th symphony. 
 Compose a 3-beat body percussion pattern and 

perform it to a steady beat. 
 Invent and perform actions for new verses. 
Sing & Play 
 Sing a song that uses a call-and-response  
 structure.    
 Play sea sound effects on percussion instruments. 
 With some support, play a call-and-response  
 phrase comprising a short, stepping tune (C-D-E).  
 Play different instruments with control. 
 Explore dynamics with their voices and instruments.  

 Sing a melody in waltz time and perform the 
actions. 

 Transfer actions to sounds played on percussion 
instruments. 

 Sing a song while performing a sequence of dance 
steps. 

Listen & Appraise 
 Listen to a range of sea-related pieces of  
 music and respond with movement.   
 Develop listening skills, identifying dynamics (forte, 

piano, crescendo, and diminuendo) across a range 
of different musical styles. 

 Listen actively to music in 3/4 time.  
 Find the beat and perform a clapping game with a 

partner. 
 Listen to and talk about folk songs from North 

America. 

  



Year 1: Rastamouse 

Autumn Spring Summer 
Students will learn about different beats in a bar and to 
play or clap on each beat. 
 
They will demonstrate an understanding and practice 
counting to 2 and 4 aurally and begin to accurately 
move to the pulse of the music.  
 
They will learn how to safely and accurately hold and 
use different percussion instruments(playing and rest 
positions) 
 
They will play drum sticks, shakers and drums, applying 
their knowledge of beats and perform different rhythms 
using a graphic score. 
 
They will develop their skills in playing percussion 
instruments at different dynamics and their 
understanding of loud, soft, crescendo, and diminuendo.   
 

They will play at different tempos and think about going 
faster and slower.  
 
They will develop their basic singing skills and 
approaches with good posture, clear diction and 
rhythmic singing in the rap ‘Pie’.  
 
They will learn the playing and rest positions for the 
ukulele. They will develop their skills in strumming and 
fingerpicking. They will learn the names of the strings of 

the ukulele.  
 
They will play the songs ‘Cookin’ and Jammin’’ and ‘Take 
it Easy’.  
 
(G’n’P Sessions 1-6 approx) 

Students will develop their knowledge of rhythms and 
begin to clap and use percussion instruments to play 
different rhythms at the same time as others in small 
groups.  
 
They will continue to learn the rap ‘Pie’, as well as 
learning to scat sing in the song ‘Take It Easy’. 
 
They will continue to build on their ukulele playing 
skills within an ensemble context.  
 
They will focus on developing their group playing skills. 
Singing, playing different percussion instruments and 
ukuleles together.  
 
They will develop their coordination and respond to 
signals from a conductor.  
 
They will develop their understanding of musical 

structures and starting and stopping together.  
 
(G’n’P Sessions 6-9 approx) 

 

Continue to develop instrumental, singing and ensemble 
playing skills through playing songs learned over the 
previous two terms.  
 
Continue to practice different group leadership roles and 
different group ensemble positions.  
 
Continue to develop focus, coordination and response to 
signals.  
 
Add to pieces with new sounds and choreographed 
movements.  
 
Use and refine performance skills.  
 
(G’n’P Sessions 9-10 approx) 
 
Use additional repertoire as appropriate to support 
development of skills in areas covered over the year. 

Focus on Ukulele could be suitable given the upcoming 
Y2 unit. 

 

  



Year 2: Ukeleles, sticks & songs 

Autumn Spring Summer 
Students will develop their singing technique, posture, 
diction and rhythmical singing. They will also sing in 
unison, 2 parts and 3 parts in call and response and as 
part of a round. 
 They will demonstrate their singing skills with 
awareness of pitch, supported breath control and 
phrasing and sensitive use of dynamics. 
They will sing and play the songs ‘50-50 Chance Dance’, 
‘High Low High’ and ‘Listen’.  

 
They will practice playing and rest positions for 
percussion instruments. They will play allocated 
rhythmic patterns including crotchets & rests beats.  
 
They will continue to develop their ukulele playing skills 
building on from last year.  They will learn 2 strumming 
patterns and the chords C6, C and A7.  
 
In their ensemble playing, they will take on the role of 
the leader using improvised rhythm patterns. 
 
(G’n’P Sessions 1-9 approx) 
 
 
Sessions in the final weeks of term include time for 
preparation for the Christmas Show (additional 
repertoire). 

Students will continue to develop their singing skills  in 
‘Strumming The Blues’.They will also sing in unison, 2 
parts and 3 parts in call and response and as part of a 
round. 
They will coordinate movements at specific action points 
using the lyrics in the songs. 
they will demonstrate clear diction and rhythmically 
accurate rapping in ‘Performance Sensation’.  
 

They will practice playing and rest positions for 
percussion instruments. They will play allocated 
rhythmic patterns including crotchets & rests beats.  
 
On the ukulele, students will be able to recognise and 
play on different beats in a bar and also develop their 
ukulele strumming technique. They will learn the chord 
F and practise moving from chord F to chord C within a 
song.  
 
They will improvise and develop rhythmic patterns in 
response to a piece and explore sounds to create a 
group call and response.  
 
(G’n’P Sessions 11-18 approx) 
 
Students will be given examples of Blues Music which 
contextualize the genre and style.  

Students will continue to develop their singing skills in 
‘So Latin’. They will also sing in unison, 2 parts and 3 
parts in call and response and as part of a round. 
They will demonstrate an arrangement of scalic pitch 
movement using ‘solfa do-do’. They will also learn the 
hand signals for solfa musical notation and perform 
these in a song. 
 
They will demonstrate an understanding of the musical 

vocabulary used in the song.  
 
They will continue to develop their skills on the ukulele 
and sticks, performing more complex rhythms at 
different times to others.  
 
(G’n’P Sessions 18-20 approx) 
 
Students will be given examples of Latin Music which 
contextualize the genre and style. 

  



Year 3: Recorders, sticks & songs 

Autumn Spring Summer 
Students will continue to develop their singing skills. 
Demonstrating breath control, clear diction, rhythmic 
singing and diaphragm control. They will demonstrate 
accurate tuning with chromatic melodies and show 
staccato and legato articulation and phrasing.  
 
With percussion instruments, students will build on 
their skills and recap resting and playing positions. They 
will read notation: crotchets, quavers and rests.  

 
Students will learn about the resting and playing 
position for the recorder and will get familiar with the 
parts of the instrument (head, body, foot, mouthpiece, 
toneholes). They will understand how to use tonguing 
and control their blowing to avoid squeaky sound. 
Students will learn the fingerings for the notes B, A and 
G and where they sit on the music stave. They will 
practise sight reading semibreves, minims, crotchets 
and rests and will learn about the tie.  

 
They will work on ‘The Pipe and Drum’, ‘Sometimes’ and 
‘The Talking Bossa Nova’. 
 
(G’n’P Sessions 1-10 approx) 
 
  

Students will improve their singing skills through 
focusing on tuning accuracy and appropriate stylistic 
awareness. They will learn about syncopation, staccato, 
legato and accents.   
 
In their percussion parts, students will be introduced 
to more challenging rhythmic patterns that include 
quaver rests. They will continue developing their 
ensemble skills by playing different parts together. 

 
Students will continue improving their recorder playing 
by learning about dynamics on the recorder and 
fingerings for new notes  (C and D). They will practise 
playing two different parts at the same time. They will 
also learn to play dotted minims. 
 
They will learn about different genres of music such as 
rock’n’roll, blues, soul, indie pop, hip hop, orchestral, 
trash metal, bhangra and opera. Supplementary 

materials will be used to provide further information on 
these. 
 
Repertoire pieces will include ‘Do It Like You Dig It’ and 
‘The Tango in the Bag’. 
 
(G’n’P Sessions 11-16 approx) 

In their singing, students will demonstrate mindful 
incorporation of dynamic contrasts. They will also get a 
better understanding of musical phrasing which they will 
accommodate through an effective breathing control.  
 
In percussion playing, students will get familiar with 
paired quavers and will continue improving at their 
rhythmic accuracy while playing in ensemble. 
 

On recorders they will learn about playing legato. They 
will demonstrate an improved breathing control needed 
for performing legato and holding long tied notes. 
 
In the end of the term they will focus on finalizing the 
performances of all pieces covered in the previous 
terms.  
 
Repertoire: ‘Can You..?’, recapping previous G’n’P pieces 
and adding a few extracurricular songs. 

 
(G’n’P Sessions 17-20 approx) 

  



Year 4: FIFTHS I 

Autumn Spring Summer 
Students will demonstrate and continue to develop their 
singing skills, supported breathing, clear diction 
rhythmic accuracy, accurate tuning and articulation and 
phrasing.  
 
They will continue to demonstrate playing and rest 
positions with percussion instruments. 
 
 They will play from and understand notation - rhythm, 

note and rest symbols (semibreve, minim, crotchet, 
quavers, swung quavers) They will perform more 
complex rhythm patterns on sticks and cups in the song 
‘Stick Cup ‘n’ Pad’.  
 
They will also learn about and listen toAfrican music 
and learn the percussion part to the African song ‘Jongo’ 
and recorder piece from Vamoosh Recorder 1 ‘Sleepless 
Night’. 
 
(G’n’P Sessions 1-4 approx) 
 

Students will learn to sing the song ‘The Rap’. They will 
demonstrate conveying meaning in lyrics, dynamic 
contrasts, sustained legato vocal lines and synchronized 
choreography.  
 
Students will learn to play the guitar. They will learn 
playing and rest positions. They will cover strumming, 
the chords Em, Am, B7 alternating, E A G Fsharp 
melody and fingerpicking.  

 
They will also continue to develop their recorder 
playing. Recapping B A G -C. 
They will read B A G E in treble clef, stave lines and 
spaces. They will recap playing & rest position and 
appropriate playing technique with good breath control. 
They will play scalic movements and by leap. Additional 
repertoire to support this could also be 'Reel’ from 
Vamoosh Recorder 1. 
 
(G’n’P Sessions 5-7 approx) 
 

Students will sing the song ‘The Salsa’ and demonstrate 
singing skills through lively rhythmic expressive vocal 
interpretation reflective of the style and rhythmic 
accuracy – ties, triplets, syncopation. They will develop 
their awareness of structure and an awareness of varied 
rehearsal techniques including self & peer evaluation to 
inform improvements. 
 
Students will learn about Latin music and listen to 

music to deepen their understanding of the 
characteristics of this type of music.  
 
They will continue to develop the skills of playing the 
recorders and guitars from the previous term within 
this new musical context. Additional repertoire for 
recorder skills development: ‘Blue Blazes’ from Vamoosh 
Recorder 1. 
 
Students will be introduced to the violins. They will 
learn playing & rest position, the G D A E open strings, 1 
st finger F sharp, holding the bow and pizzicato.   
 
Students will improvise & develop rhythmic & melodic 
pattern responses to the piece, and incorporate various 
elements of music.  
(G’n’P Sessions 8-10 approx) 
 

  



Year 5: Strings 

Autumn Spring Summer 
Students are introduced to the Cello and the Violin 
playing and rest positions. They will learn the open 
strings of both instruments and understand the different 
pitches.  
 
They will focus on note recognition and values and 
durations (notation/rests, crotchets, minims, 
semibreves)  
They will develop their understanding of notated pitch 

(treble & bass clefs 
C G D A E)  
 
They will come across multi-bar rests, 
repeat signs and 4/4 time signatures in the pieces ‘Foot 
Tapper Blues’ & ‘Quirky Turkey’.  
 
The students will improvise & develop 
4-beat repeated rhythm patterns using 
actions, body percussion and voice based on rhythm 
pattern from ‘Foot Tapper Blues’. 
 
They will use pizzicato and develop their bow holds - 
thinking about sounding point and bow tilt.  
 
They will develop these skills through also playing 
additional repertoire:  ‘Willow Waltz’ and ‘Jig’ from 
Vamoosh. 

Students will add 1st finger (first position).  
 
Students will focus on notation recognition (2/4, paired 
quavers, quavers, multi-bar rests and repeat signs).  
 
They will continue to develop their understanding of 
notated pitch (treble & bass clefs, open strings, D E F 
sharp A). 
 

They will develop their bowing with up/down bows, 
retakes, different bow strokes (staccato, detache) and 
think about bow distribution. 
 
Students will play using different dynamics and 
understand the terminology (forte, piano…) 
 
Students will improvise & develop rhythm patterns using 
body percussion 
& voice aurally in 4/4 initially based on rhythm patterns 
from ‘Manhattan Taxi’ & ‘Latin Mystery’. 
 
They will develop these skills through additional 
repertoire:  ‘Pineapples Are Juicy’ ‘Blue Blazers’ ‘Reel’ 
from Vamoosh and ‘Fast Lane’ and ‘Tiptoe’ from Fiddle 
Time Joggers. 

Students will add more fingers in first position (Vln 1,2,3 
& Vc 1,3,4) 
 
Students will focus on notation recognition (3/4, minims, 

semibreves, dotted minim, multi-bar rests and repeat 

signs) 

They will continue to develop their understanding of 

notated pitch (A B C sharp D / E F sharp G A).  

Students will focus on ties, con arco, bowing up/down 

and finger positioning. 

Students will improvise and develop rhythm patterns 
using body percussion to create an ensemble piece in 
4/4 & 3/4 initially based on rhythm patterns from 
‘Loungin’ & ‘A Little Night Waltz’. They will use more 
complex rhythms and longer phrases (8-bar phrases). 
 

They will focus on playing as an ensemble in two parts. 

Reading music, listening to each other and following a 

conductor. These skills will be developed using 

additional repertoire ‘Old Chuckwagon’ from Vamoosh.  

 

The Y5 Shakespeare play project happens in May. Time 

should be reserved in sessions to potentially rehearse 

music.  

  



Year 6: FIFTHS II 

Autumn Spring Summer 
Students will learn new Italian musical terminology 
through learning the lyrics of the ‘IT Rap’. These will 
include: 

- Dynamics: piano, forte, crescendo, diminuendo 
- Playing techniques/styles: legato, staccato, 

pizzicato, con arco 
- Tempo: allegro, lento, accelerando, 

rallentando. 
 

They will recap rapping singing style from the previous 
years and will demonstrate an improved articulation.  
 
They will have a chance to apply their instrumental 
skills they have mastered in Y4 and 5. They will use 
recorders and strings and will learn new notes for 
each (recorders - low and high E and low D, violins - 
G#, guitars - Am, E). 
 
They will continue to improve their rhythmic skills by 

practising more complex rhythmic patterns using 
percussion, clapping and using the drum sticks.  
 
(G’n’P Sessions 1-4) 
 
Main repertoire piece: ‘IT Rap’ 
Additional repertoire to support the practise of skills: 
‘River Wild’ from Vamoosh Flute 1. 

This term's focus is on Jazz music and students will 
learn about famous jazz musicians, listen to different 
types of jazz music and compose their own chorus 
through the piece ‘Talk About Jazz’.  
 
The students will continue to develop their singing and 
sing in a swung style, developing their rhythmic 
accuracy with syncopation.  
      

They will apply their instrumental skills in percussion, 
recorders and strings aurally & visually, develop their 
recognition and reading of rhythm notation and notes 
and rest symbols.  

They will develop improvising techniques using 
rhythmic & melodic patterns, pentatonic and blues 
scales.  

They will also learn to improvise and perform their own 

improvisations. 

(G’n’P Sessions 5-7) 

Additional repertoire to support recorder playing could 
be  'Howling Wind’ from Vamoosh Flute 1. 

This term's focus is on the Waltz and students will 
listen to different waltzes and learn about various 
composers and the history of the Waltz. 
 
Students will learn to sing a song called ‘The Waltz’ and 
perform short sections of famous waltzes that they 
learnt about in lessons. They will develop their legato 
shaped phrasing, balance and blend of vocal parts, 
expressive vocal interpretation demonstrating lilt of style 

and time signature and demonstrate rhythmic accuracy 
– ties and accurate phrase endings.  
 
Using percussion instruments, students will 
demonstrate their recognition and reading rhythm in 
three time & pitch notation, notes & rest symbols, 
(beats: 1, 2, 3&4, 2&4,1 &3) dotted minim - ties, 
instrument hold & playing positions and appropriate 
playing techniques.     
 

On the recorder, students will use the notes B A G E, 
demonstrate good breath control, and play  scalic 
movement and by leap. They will read pitch notation – 
treble clef, stave - lines/spaces. Additional repertoire to 
support this playing could be 'Under the Coconut Tree’ 
from Vamoosh Recorder 1. 
 
Students will use the guitars and use what they know 
in an ensemble context, playing open strings and using 
finger picking. 
 
(G’n’P Sessions 8-11) 
      
The Y6 show happens at the end of the Summer Term. 

Time should be reserved in sessions to potentially 

rehearse music and support teachers with this. 

 


