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Dear Parents and Carers,  
At the end of another busy and rewarding school year, I would like to thank 
everyone who makes Bousfield such a special place. Our teachers, assistant 
teachers, office staff, kitchen team, lunchtime supervisors, site and office staff, 
cleaners, governors, specialist teachers and leadership team all play an equally 
important part in creating a school where children feel safe, valued and inspired to 
learn. If just one member of staff is absent, we notice the difference immediately. 
Every day brings opportunities, challenges and countless moments that require 
people to think quickly, work together and go the extra mile. It is this shared 
commitment and pride in doing the very best for our children that makes Bousfield 
such a remarkable school. 
 

This week has been a fitting way to end the year. Our Year 6 production of Grimm 
Tales was a joy to watch, showcasing the confidence, creativity and teamwork that 
we value so highly. We also received our Year 6 SATs results, completing another 
successful year of national assessments. Alongside positive outcomes in 
Reception's Early Learning Goals, the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check and the Year 
4 Multiplication Tables Check, every national measure has improved this year. 
These achievements are the result of talented staff, hardworking children and the 
strong partnership we share with you, our parents and carers. 
 

Finally, to our wonderful children, thank you for your enthusiasm, kindness and 
determination throughout the year. You make us proud every single day. To all our 
families, thank you for your trust and support. I wish you a happy and restful 
summer. Whether you're staying close to home or travelling to spend time with 
family and friends, have a wonderful break and we look forward to welcoming you 
back in September for another exciting year at Bousfield. 

With my best wishes, Mrs Griffiths, Headteacher 

Forthcoming Dates 
for your diary 

 

 
2, 3, 4 Sept INSET Days. School 
closed to pupils 
7 Sept Years 1-6 Back to School 
23 Sept Meet the teachers 6-7.30 

Please note: 
 Class assemblies start at 9.15am, 

please be prompt! Filming/photos 
are not allowed during 
performances. 

 Separate communication is sent 
home about school trips. Please 
check Google Classroom and email 
communication for this. 

 New dates are blue 
 Term dates can be found via this 

link. Families must not take 
holidays outside of term time. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Meningococcal 
B Vaccination 
Programme  

 

The NHS has launched a 
new one-off MenB 

vaccination programme for 
young people born 

between 1 September 
2007 and 31 August 2008. 
From 20 July 2026, eligible 
young people can receive 
the vaccine free of charge 
at participating community 

pharmacies across 
England, helping to 

protect them before the 
new academic year. 

 

Please follow this link for 
further details if your child 

is eligible. 
 

 

School Clubs 
Club information for the autumn term is now 

available on the school website, including our club 
brochure and weekly timetable. We are delighted 

that all clubs from last year will be returning, and 
we have also secured an exciting new 

skateboarding club, which will run on Monday and 
Friday mornings. Parents in Years 3, 4 and 5 have 

had the details of the new 11+ preparation 
programme, which launches this September. 

With the exception of Breakfast Club, all clubs are 
run by external providers. Please contact the 

provider directly to book places, manage bookings 
and payments, or if you have any questions once 

clubs begin. We also ask families to check the 
club dates carefully, as clubs do not operate 
during the first and last weeks of term. For 

families requiring childcare, Breakfast Club and 

Aktiva wraparound care provision are available 
every school day throughout term. 

 

 

 

Safe travels everyone! 

https://www.bousfieldprimaryschool.co.uk/docs/Bousfield_Primary_School_Term_Dates_2025-26.pdf
https://www.bousfieldprimaryschool.co.uk/docs/Bousfield_Primary_School_Term_Dates_2025-26.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6a3134c50ec8c2ef515a5c05/UKHSA_13603_Men_B_vaccination_for_meningitis_and_septicaemia_DL_leaflet_15_WEB.pdf


 

 Great British Summer Savings 

 

Rising prices can make life's little treats harder to afford, 
especially during the school holidays when costs build up for 

families. This Government is determined to help, and that is 
why last month the Chancellor announced the Great British 

Summer Savings scheme. 
 

From 25 June to 1 September 2026, the Government is 
temporarily cutting VAT from 20% to 5% on children's 

meals in restaurants, children and family tickets to cinemas, 
theatres, concerts and exhibitions, and admission to a wide 
range of attractions. Combined with free bus travel during 
August for children aged 5 to 15 in England, families and 
young people will be able to enjoy experiences that make 

summer special, including visits to the kinds of cultural and 
educational attractions that enrich children's lives outside 

the classroom. 
 

As part of this campaign, the government have launched 
an attraction finder website which allows families to type 
in their postcode and find participating venues near them to 

make the most of summer savings. To use the attraction 
finder, please visit  https://summersavings.gov.uk. 

 

 
 

 
 

    
 

 
 
 

National Read Aloud Challenge 
 
We're delighted to share the National Read Aloud Challenge, 

a free summer reading initiative running from 1 July to 31 
August. The challenge encourages children to read aloud for 
just a few minutes each day, helping them to maintain and 
improve their reading skills over the summer holidays while 

building confidence and a love of reading. 
 

Children read independently using the Fonetti app, which 
listens as they read, offering encouragement, corrections and 

instant feedback. The challenge is fun, completely free to 
take part in, and children can earn certificates, prizes and 

rewards as they reach reading milestones. There is even the 
chance to win additional prizes and attend the National 

Awards Ceremony in London. 
 

Research from previous participants found that: 

 92% of parents said their child's reading confidence 
increased. 

 89% said their child's enjoyment of reading 
increased. 

 89% noticed improvements in reading fluency and 
accuracy. 

 
To find out more or to register your child, please visit: 

 
https://www.readaloudchallenge.co.uk/ 

 

 

The Natural Way: A Free Nature Pilgrimage 

  
 

 

Families looking for a fun, free and meaningful activity during the school holidays are invited to explore The 
Natural Way — a new six-mile Nature Pilgrimage created in North Paddington. Designed for all ages, the trail 
encourages children and their grown-ups to connect with local nature, discover hidden green spaces and enjoy 

time outdoors together. 
 

The route is fully accessible and can be completed in one go (around 2.5 hours) or broken into smaller stages 
to suit younger walkers. Along the way, participants will visit parks, community gardens, libraries and places of 

cultural interest, with plenty of opportunities to pause, explore and learn about the local environment. 
 

To take part, collect your Pilgrim Passports from Paddington Children’s Library (Westbourne Park 
Baptist Church, Westbourne Park Villas, London W2 5EA); Maida Vale Library (Sutherland 

Avenue, London, W9 2QT); Queens Park Library (666 Harrow Rd, London W10 4NE). 
 

Along the route, collect stamps at 13 different stops — all featuring designs created by local young people – 
before returning to the library to receive a special finisher’s reward. 

 

As part of the experience, families are encouraged to pop into local libraries along the trail to browse books 
and resources on nature, climate and the environment, offering extra inspiration for curious young minds. 

 

The Natural Way has been developed by Westminster Libraries and Archives in partnership with Paddington 
Development Trust, through the European Cultural Foundation's Europe Challenge Initiative. The project aims 

to support children’s wellbeing, encourage outdoor activity and help families feel more confident exploring 
their local area. 

 

This is a brilliant, screen-free adventure for the school holidays — and a great way for children to learn, 
explore and enjoy nature close to home. 

 

https://news.service.education.gov.uk/3805AC26CA63D0C487A7C5B1B204EB28996573F9CCF95EC1C78AC4CA8A608BAE/0BA3CD8CF02EE7FCB6513F69D87F307A/LE35
https://www.readaloudchallenge.co.uk/


 

 



 

 More Than Just a School Play 
Year 6's production of Grimm Tales was a spectacular way to round off the year and a wonderful reminder of what makes 

Bousfield so special. Productions like this are far more than a school play. They showcase the confidence, creativity and 
teamwork that our children develop throughout their time with us. From the expressive acting and impeccable comic timing to 

the impressive choreography, every scene reflected the children's commitment and enthusiasm. We were also incredibly proud of 
our talented young musicians, whose live instrumental performances added another dimension to the production and 

demonstrated the breadth of talent within our school. 
 

   

   

   
 

Behind the scenes, an enormous amount of work went into creating such a memorable performance. Costumes, props, staging 
and rehearsals all came together thanks to the dedication of both staff and children, each playing an important part. A very 
special thank you goes to Miss Goodman, whose vision, drive, creativity and meticulous attention to detail brought the entire 

production to life. Her passion inspired everyone involved, and the result was a truly magical performance that will be 
remembered by pupils and families for years to come. 

 



     
Important changes to Free School Meals from September 2026 

 

In advance of Autumn 2026 we strongly encourage all families to apply for free school meals as 
the rules surrounding free school meals are changing. 

 

From September 2026, all children in households receiving Universal Credit can receive free school meals, regardless of 
household income. 
 

Even if your child already receives free meals, you must reapply before the Autumn term under the new rules. Your child’s 
school will then be able to recheck your eligibility each year which is a new requirement.  
 

Why register? 
Registering for free school meals can provide benefits beyond school lunches. 
If your child qualifies, the school may receive additional government funding called Pupil Premium, worth up to £1,550 per 
eligible pupil in 2026/27. This funding can help to support: 

 Educational resources 

 School trips and residential visits 

 After-school activities 

 Pastoral support and wellbeing services 
 

Even if your child prefers packed lunches, you should still register if they are eligible. 
 

From Autumn 2026 there will be two types of free school meals: 
 

Targeted Free School Meals 
Your child may qualify if you receive: 

 Universal Credit with a household income of £7,400 or less per year 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 Some families with No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF) may also qualify. 
 

Children receiving Targeted Free School Meals: 

 Receive free school meals 

 Generate Pupil Premium funding for the school 

 May qualify for additional support, such as holiday activities, trips, school equipment and after-school clubs 
 

Expanded Free School Meals 
Your child may qualify if you receive: 

 Universal Credit with annual earnings above the £7,400 threshold used for Targeted Free School Meals. 
 

Children receiving Expanded Free School Meals: 

 Receive free school meals. 

 Do not attract Pupil Premium funding for the school. 

 Are not eligible for support that is specifically linked to Targeted Free School Meals status. 
 

My child already receives free school meals. What should I do? 
 

You must submit a new application for every child, even if they currently receive free school meals. We can then use that 

information to recheck your eligibility each year which is a new requirement. 
 

How to apply 
You can apply for Free School Meals online via the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea website: 
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/children-and-education/schools/free-school-meals or you can ask the school for a paper 
form to complete and return to the school. 
 

Additional support available 
We recognise that many families continue to experience financial pressures and want to ensure that those who need support 
know where to find it. 
 

Crisis and Resilience Fund 
The Government has introduced a new Crisis and Resilience Fund to support households facing financial hardship or 
unexpected financial crisis. This scheme is intended to provide targeted support with essential living costs for families 
experiencing financial difficulty. 
 

Further information about support available locally can be found on the Council's website as the scheme is implemented. 
 

Family Support and Early Help Services 
If your family would benefit from wider support, assistance is available through Family Support and Early Help services. These 
services can help with a range of issues including financial support, benefits advice, housing concerns and family wellbeing. 
 

Further information is available through the Family Information Service and Family Hubs:  
Family Hub Information 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/children-and-education/schools/free-school-meals
https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/kb5/rbkc/fis/site.page?id=_Wfva_nCdOk


 

                                                   
 

 

Welcome to Behind the School Gate, our 
newsletter feature that takes you inside the 

school to explain how and why we do 
things. Each edition will demystify different 
aspects of school life, from the tools we use 
in lessons to the routines and approaches 
that help children learn, grow and thrive. 

Our aim is to give parents a clearer picture 
of the daily experiences of their children and 
to show how our teaching choices support 

both learning and wellbeing. 

Behind 

the 

School 

Gate 

Article 15: What does the first week of September look like at Bousfield? 

The beginning of a new school year is one of the most important weeks in our calendar. While our Nursery and Reception 
children enjoy a carefully planned, gradual start to school life, children in Years 1 to 6 hit the ground running from the very first 
morning and we begin establishing the routines, relationships and learning habits that will support every child throughout the 

year. This is why we encourage families to make every effort for children to attend every day during that first week. Missing even 
a single day can mean missing the introduction to key routines, expectations and relationships that are necessary for the rest of 

the academic year. 

 

    
 
 

 

 

             
 

By the end of the first week, classrooms are already filled with children's writing, artwork, aspirations and shared expectations. 
More importantly, children have begun to build the relationships, confidence and routines that underpin a successful year. It is 
one of our favourite weeks of the school year because it lays the foundations not only for academic success, but also for the 

happy, caring and ambitious community that makes Bousfield such a special place. 

One of our first priorities is helping every child feel that they 
belong. Teachers spend time getting to know their new classes 
through a range of carefully planned activities, including writing 
personal letters to the children about themselves, their families, 
interests and childhood memories. The children then write back, 

sharing their own stories, hopes and personalities. It is a 
wonderful way to begin building strong relationships and gives 
teachers valuable insight into the children they will be working 
with over the coming year. Children also set personal goals, 

thinking not only about what they would like to achieve 
academically, but also socially and creatively. 

The first week is when we establish the culture of every 
classroom. Children revisit our Bousfield Rules for Learning and 

explore what it means to be Ready, Respectful, Safe and 
Collaborative in lessons, around the school and on the 

playground. They create class listening agreements, learn about 
our recognition and regulation systems, and discuss how 

positive choices help everyone learn successfully. These shared 
expectations quickly become part of daily life and ensure 

consistency across the school. 

 
 

Children also complete their first MindUP lessons, learning about 
how the brain works and developing strategies to recognise and 
regulate their emotions, build resilience and manage challenges 

positively. Alongside this, each class contributes to a whole-
school collaborative art installation inspired by the theme of our 

opening assemblies. Every child creates an individual piece 
which is brought together with everyone else's to form a display 
that celebrates both individuality and our shared identity as one 

Bousfield community. 

 

Practical routines are introduced straight away too. 
Reading expectations, homework, PE arrangements and 

classroom organisation are all established from the outset 
so that families know exactly what to expect. Following 

feedback from parents, we will also be spending additional 
time this September teaching children how to access and 
use their online homework platforms independently. Our 
aim is to help every child become increasingly organised, 
confident and ready to take responsibility for their own 

learning. 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                        

 

Cultural Corner: free activities for families 
 

This week: Head to Brompton library for a creative and interactive musical 
storytelling event for children with local author and piano teacher Vasiliki 
Dimakopoulou. 
 

Part of the Summer Reading Challenge, the event is inspired by Camille 
Saint-Saëns’ The Carnival of the Animals and combines storytelling, 
classical music, audience participation and creative discussion.  
 

Children will meet a variety of animal characters and discover how different 
personalities, talents and musical styles can come together to create 
harmony. Suitable for children aged 5 - 12. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Attendance matters. 
Every student, every day. 

 

 
 

Sadl many classes have been below our target in the 
lead up to the holidays, despite communication from 

school leadership about extended holidays. Well 
done to our winners 3 Potter. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Assemblies this fortnight 
 

This fortnight, our assembly theme has been 

‘creativity’. We have been exploring how 
creativity is about much more than art or 
music. It is about using our imagination, 
solving problems, trying new ideas and 

learning from mistakes. 
 

We learned about the work of Quentin 
Blake, an illustrator who is very important to 
our school. His work is free in style and he 
doesn’t always colour between the lines! 

 
Next, Mrs Griffiths and Eduardo in Year 1 
shared their experience of a concert that 

they had both attended, Take That’s Circus 
Tour at the London Stadium. They explained 
how the concert wasn’t just a collection of 

songs performed live, but had been 
designed around a theme, complete with 
balloons, acrobats and a huge mechanical 

elephant!  
 

 
 

The children then imagined what they might 
create if Take That asked them to design a 
concert about the ocean, the universe or a 
forest. There were some amazing ideas! 

 

 
 

Our artwork of the week was Quentin 
Blake’s umbrellas 

 

 
 

Our music of the week was ‘The Garden’ by 
Take That. 

 
credit (unchannged) 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-swan-and-the-lion-when-different-melodies-meet-free-children-event-tickets-1991083464240?aff=ebdiglgoogleliveevents
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8c/The_Beatles_-_Let_It_Be_%28photos_crop%29.png
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8c/The_Beatles_-_Let_It_Be_%28photos_crop%29.png


 

 
Reception Update 

 

Reception have been enjoying the wind down to the end of 
the year. We have spent lots of time with our new classes 
playing and interacting with each other. On Tuesday, we 

spent the morning with our new teacher in our new 
classroom which was so much fun!  

 

 
 

In literacy, we watched the story of ‘The Slippery Tale’. A 
short film that doesn’t have any words. We used our 

inference skills to work out what was happening. We talked 
about what the frogs could have been thinking or saying if 
there was language. We wrote some speech bubbles for 

the frogs.  
 

   
 

In maths, we have continued to about 2D shapes and how 
we can manipulate them to make different shapes and 
images. We had fun with tangrams, creating different 

images of animals. In gymnastics, we are enjoying using 
the climbing frames, balancing and jumping from a height. 

  

 
 

Star of the Week 
RB: Kamil for super work in PE.  Maria for settling into 
Bousfield so well.  Zaya for great work calculating ‘odd one 
out’ in maths. 
RP: Ettore and Rolando Liev for their progress in phonics 
and writing. Soloman for his progress in upholding the 
school values.  
 

 

Nursery Update 
Since our last newsletter, our Nursery caterpillars formed 

their chrysalises and then emerged as beautiful 
butterflies! We were so excited to watch their amazing 
transformation. Once they were ready, we released the 
butterflies back into the garden so they could enjoy it as 
much as we do. We all waved them a fond farewell and 

wished them well on their next adventure! 
 

     

As part of our summer topic, we have been learning 
about the beach. We talked about fun things we can do 

there and how to stay safe by staying close to our adults. 
We enjoyed reading Mrs Armitage and the Big Wave and 
acting it out in a Story Whoosh. We also made beach-

themed props for our outdoor area, bringing the beach to 
Bousfield! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
Year 1 Update 

 
Year 1 went to visit the Ecology Centre. We saw lots of 

plants. Mathew helped us to understand the different parts 
of the plant. We acted out the life cycle of a seed and then 

we went for a colour hunt in the gardens. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Year 1 have worked so hard this year. Well done to 
everyone! 
Star of the week:  
Renzo for fantastic phonics progress. Leonardo for nice play 
and fantastic maths. 
Ettore for being an excellent learner. Ari for amazing effort 
and Sequoia for kindness on the playground. 

 
 

Year 2 Update 
 

Wow, what a year! Year 2 have worked so hard and Miss 
Castle and Miss Stromayer are so proud of all of your 

achievements. Everyone has made wonderful progress and 
our Bee Musical was the highlight of the year. 

During the last two weeks we visited the Science Museum 
to learn more about space exploration and the history of 

flight. 
 

 
 

We showed off our learning about Extraordinary Explorers 
in our History books.  

 

 
 

In computing we have become digital composers. First we 
experimented with real instruments creating rhythm 

patterns. We then used these skills on the computer and 
created pieces of music using Chrome Music Lab. 

 

 
 

Stars of the week: 
2 Blake: Vittoria for always being a super writer, 
mathematician, and artist! Constant for making incredible 
progress this year in his handwriting and general attitude 
to learning. 
2 Potter: Mateo for excellent maths work. Christian for a 
wonderful start to sewing using the binca. Martina for a 
huge improvement in her reading. Leonardo for showing 
Year 3 readiness by settling to his work quickly. 
 

 

 

 



 
Year 3 Update 

 
Year 3 have had an extremely busy last couple of weeks 
and have continued to work hard and put in lots of effort 

to their learning.  

In DT we made our shadufs. We used clay to make the 
load and bucket and had sticks and string to assemble 
the structure together. Even though it was tricky, we 
were resilient if things didn’t go to plan and worked really 
well with our partners. There was great collaboration and 
teamwork! 

 

         
 

 
 
We also completed our map mastery booklets and loved 
using the atlases to help us locate famous mountains of 
the UK and used 6 figure grid references to find different 

buildings and roads on a map. 
 

 
 
Star of the week:  
Indi for being a kind member of the class and making 
great friends throughout the year   
Penelope, Liam and Vera for trying hard all year round. 
They have been stars 
 

Year 4 Update 
 

What a year it has been for Year 4. As we come to the 

end of the year, Mr Chaffa and Mrs Tebbal would like to 
congratulate all the children on a wonderful year, full of 

growth and learning. 
 

Last week, we went to the Science Museum. The children 
attended an exhibition called ‘Future of Food’ which 

consolidated our learning in Science about nutrition and 
digestion, whilst also consolidating our Geography 
learning about farming practices and Fairtrade. Of 

course, we just HAD to visit the Wonderlab! 
 

  
 

    
 

   
 

  
 
 
Star of the week:  

4 Potter: Emilia for always being kind. Nolan for great 
improvement with his writing.  
 
4 Blake: The entire class, for working hard, being 
curious and kind all year. What an incredible team you’ve 
been! 

 
 



Year 6 Update 

 

 

 

 
Year 6’s teamwork and creativity has shone through over 

the past two weeks in the lead up to their production. Well 
done Year 6 and good wishes from us all for your bright 

futures ahead. 

0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Year 5 Update 
 

Y5 have been finishing their narrative of the Tale of the 
Three Brothers, thinking about each of their deathly hallows 

and they will be the demise of their characters. 
 

We had a wonderfully collaborative DT lesson where we 
combined our craft skills and computing skills to create our 
fairground rides. The children all worked well together and 

made fantastic, functional rides. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Star of the week:  
 Valeria – for always having a positive attitude to 

learning. 
 Lukas – for great improvement in his writing and 

always helping out. 
 Whole of 5 Blake – for fantastic collaborative work in 

DT. 
 Sasha – for being incredibly organised and helpful. 

 


